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'Gators Making Merry in Cuba:
The University of Florida Football Team in
Havana, December 1912
by Michael T. Wood
wo vertically arranged photographs of the University of
Florida's football team wearing bathing suits on a beach
appear in the 1913 edition of the school's yearbook, The
Seminole. The top picture shows the squad in formation, ready to
run offensive drills. In the bottom one, every player smiles for the
camera as they form a human pyramid. A caption under the two
photos reads, "'Gators making merry in Cuba." 1
In December 1912, the University of Florida football team travelled "expenses paid" to Havana for two games against the Vedado
Tennis Club (V.T.C.) and Club Atletico de Cuba (C.A.C.). Being a
relatively new institution, the Unive!:sity of Florida fielded its first
varsity football team in 1906, and competed primarily against colleges and athletic clubs in Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina
in the program's first six seasons. The international trip came at
the close of the 'Gators' first season as a member of the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association (S.I.A.A.) and their third
consecutive year as state champions of Florida. An article from
the student newspaper reflects that ' 'one has a mingled feeling of
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1
The Seminole (Gainesville, FL: Pepper Publishing & Printing Co ., 1913), 101.
Hereinafter The Seminole ( 1913) .
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pride and regret" about the team's performance. They won three
home games against the University of South Carolina, the College
of Charleston, and Stetson (their bitter rival at the time), and tied
a contest against Mercer inJacksonville. The 'Gators lost two hard
fought games against their toughest opponents, Mike Donahue's
Auburn squad and John Heisman's Georgia Tech team. Despite
the imperfect record, the author remains optimistic about the
future by predicting "we will next year be able to take up our place
permanently as one of the contenders for the highest SJ.A.A. honors." Building upon their respectable debut, the postseason trip to
Cuba would further establish the University of Florida football program's place in its new conference, since three other conference
teams had played games against Cuban teams. 2
The 'Gators' squad departed Gainesville at noon on December 20, riding a train to Tampa where they stayed overnight at
the TalJlpa Bay Hotel. The following afternoon, they dominated
an exhibition game against a local team by a score of 44 to 0. On
December 22, the University of Florida travelling party, including
Archie P. Buie,]. M. ·coarsey,John B. Sutton, R. Borden Wilson, A.
A. Baker, G. Merritt, H. Pounds, Harvey S. Hester, Louis E. Tenny,
J. -R. Bullock, Earle A. Taylor, S. W. Lawler, Jr., Paul R. Beeler, and
Alvin G. Shands, along with head coach George E. Pyle, boarded
the Peninsular and Occidental (P. & 0.) steamship, S. S. Olivette,
and set out for Key West and ultimately Havana. Upon their arrival,
members from tlie V.T.C. met the 'Gators dockside and escorted
them by automobile around the "historic points of interest in
Havana." During their visit on the island, the Florida coach and
players stayed at the historic Hotel Plaza, went to the beach (as
documented by the yearbook photos), and attended "various social
fol-der-ols" including "an affair" at the V.T.C. 's new clubhouse and
an excursion on a yacht. 3
2

3

"Big 'Gators Abroad," The Florida Alligator, December 17, 1912; "Florida's
Football In Retrospect," The Florida Alligator, December 10, 1912; The Seminole
(1913) , 96-97. Even though the modern University of Florida resulted from
the consolidation of four institutions in 1905, the school recognizes the founding date of East Florida Seminary in 1853 as its official origin. Regarding early
games played between S.l.A.A. member institutions and Cuban teams, Louisiana State University defeated the University of Havana in December 1907,
Tulane University lost to the C.A.C. in January 1910, and Mississippi A&M
defeated the C.A.C. inJanuary 1912.
"The Alligators' Travels," Florida Alligator, January 7, 1913; "Big 'Gators
Abroad," Florida Alligator, December 17, 1912; The StJminole (1913), 44, 55-51 ,
153; The Seminole (Gainesville, FL: Pepper Publishing & Printing Co., 1914), 39,
49, 63, 171. Hereinafter TheSeminole(l914); "Football Game This Afternoon,"
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The Unive rsity of Florida football team, 1912. Photograph courtesy of the University
of Florida, Smathers Library Special and Area Studies Collections, University
Archive s.

In addition to their voyage, sightseeing, and other assorted
entertainment, the players also took part in a couple of football
games. On Christmas Day, the University of Florida squad easily
defeated the V.T.C team by a score of 27 to 0, in front of approximately 1,500 spectators at Almendar~s Park. Florida halfback Louis
Tenny scored all four of the 'Gators' touchdowns, throwing a
touchdown pass to Harvey Hester in the first quarter and rushing
for a touchdown in each of the three remaining quarters. Earle
Taylor converted on three extra point kicks. As for the hosting
V.T.C. eleven, several Cuban accounts attributed the loss to poor
line play and their lack of practice. After such a lackluster performance against their visitors, most Cuban sportswriters expected a
better match when the North Americans faced the C.A.C. "Tigres,"
Havana Daily Post, December 25, 1912. According to the University of Florida
vs. V.T.C. game program and confirmed through cross-referencing an account
of the game from the Cuban newspaper, Diario de la Marina, the Florida starting line-up was: Hester at left end, Coarsey at left tackle, Sutton at left guard,
Wilson at center, Baker at right guard, Merritt at right tackle, Pounds at right
end, Buie at quarterback, Tenny at left halfback, Bullock at right halfback,
and Taylor at fullback. Lawler, Beeler, and Shands were substitutes. All players
appear in the 1913 yearbook as members of fraternities and academic clubs, as
well as athletic lettermen.
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the strongest American-style football team on the island, who won
a game against Tulane inJanuary 1910 and lost a closely contested
game against Mississippi A&M College (now Mississippi State University) inJanuary 1912.4
The second contest, held three days later, again at Almendares
Park with a similarly sized crowd, ended in controversy after a
scoreless, hard fought first quarter. Responsibility for the incident
depends on one's point-of-view, but the trouble stemmed from confusion over the game's rules. The 'Gators' coach spent most of the
first period arguing with the referees over holding penalties called
against his squad and their failure to call or fully enforce penalties against the home squad. The contentious situation reached a
climax when the referees penalized the C .A.C. five yards instead
of the mandatory fifteen yards for illegally pushing or pulling the
ball carri_er on offense. The rule in question, passed in 1910 and
reaffirmed in 1912, discouraged "mass play" because of its association with the numerous injuries and deaths that occurred at every
level of Ameri~an football during the first decade of the twentieth century. Pyle protested by refusing to send his team on the
field at the beginning of the second quarter. From there the game
devolved into a near riot, including a brief melee involving the two
teams and some of the spectators. Cuban police restored order
and arrested Pyle for "violating a Cuban law forbidding the suspension of a game -for which gate money has been charged." The
game officials awarded the win to the C.A.C. by forfeit, and, upon
his release, Pyle and his team slipped back to the United States.
Unsurprisingly, a wire service reported afterward, "Much ill-feeling
has been engendered over the incident." American football games
between U .S. and Cuban teams did not resume until December
1915, and a team from the University of Florida did not compete
agains_t another Cuban team until 1929. 5
4

5

"Florida University Eleven Puts It All Over Vedado Tennis Club," Havana Daily
Post, December 26, 1912; "Foot-Ball," Diario de la Marina, December 26, 1912;
"27 Puntos El Florida; Cero El Vedado," La Noche, December 26, 1912; "El
'Vedado Tennis' sufri6 un desastre," El Triunfo, December 26, 1912; "Los Floridanos Aniquilaron Al V.T.C.," Cuba, December 26, 1912.
"Gran Match De Foot Ball," Cuba, December 28, 1912; "The Alligators' Travels," Florida Alligator, January 7, 1913; "Football Row In Havana," New York
Times, December 29, 1912; "Los Patos Se Rajaron," La Lucha, December 29,
1912, 5; '~Los Floridanos Se Rajaron AyerY Abandonaron El Terreno," La Discussion, December 29, 1912. For a detailed account of rule changes and the
formation of "modern football," see: John S. Watterson, College Football: History,
Spectacle, Controversy (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000),
120-140. According to my research, the next international match occurred
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As the narrative above suggests, the University of Florida football team's postseason adventure in 1912 was much more complex than the holiday scenes shown in the yearbook photos and
described by their caption. They travelled on trains and steamships, toured Havana in automobiles, stayed at one of the best
hotels on the island, celebrated Christmas as guests in a foreign
country, and played, or attempted to play, two football games. As
for their hosts, the V.T.C challenged the 'Gators to the games, organized and funded their trip, and entertained them during their
stay in Havana. Even with the second game's controversial ending,
the Florida squad returned home with a great story and the C.A.C.
maintained their reputation . These events also provide an opportunity for a deeper analysis.
To achieve that end, this article will employ a new cultural sport
history methodology. New cultural sport history combines elements
of the "cultural turn" in the study of history with sport history.
More specifically, it will use an interpretative approach to culture
inspired by the model Michael Oriard establishes in his book, Reading Football (1993). Oriard treats print media coverage of college
football games from 1876 to 1913 as "cultural texts" through which
he observes the relationship between football and themes such as
race, class, gender, and modernity. Likewise, this work will consider print accounts of the games between the University of Florida
and the two Cuban athletic clubs as cultural texts, and use them
as a means to study class, modernit:i national identity, and gender.
Drawing from this analysis, it will show that American football held
a comparable place in the U.S. South and in Havana and that these
games suggest that a transnational upper-/ upper-middle-class sport
culture existed between the United States and Cuba in the first half
of the twentieth century.6

6

between Florida Southern College and the C.A.C. on Christmas Day 1915 in
Havana. The next time a team fr~m the University of Florida competed against
a Cuban team took place on November 30, 1929, when its freshman squad
played a game against the University of Havana varsity eleven in Tampa.
Jaime Schultz, "Leaning into the Turn: Towards a New Cultural Sport History,"
Sporting Traditions 27 (November 2010): 49-50, 53-59; Michael Oriard, Reading
Football: How the Popular Press Created-an A mericfl,n Spectacle (Chapel Hill: U niversity of North Carolina Press, 1993), 10-17. Oriard derives the use of sporting
events as "texts" from Clifford Geertz's influential essay entitled, "Deep Play:
Notes on the Balinese Cockfight," from his book The Interpretation of Cultures
(New York: Basic Books, 1973) . Geertz contends that cockfights in Bali were
more than a pastime; they were cultural events that provided insight, symbolically and metaphorically, of the social order and cultural norms of Balinese
society. Viewing these cockfights -as "cultural texts" provides Geertz with an
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Additionally, this article will contribute a study of American
football to the growing historical literature of the Cuban republic.
In State of Ambiguity: Civic Life and Culture in Cuba's First Republic
(2014), editors Steven Palmer, Jose Antonio Piqueras, and Amparo
Sanchez Cobos contend that the majority of the historiography portrays the Cuban republic as being a "failure, discontinuity, deformation, and illegitimacy." Additionally, with U.S. intervention in 1898
and the passage of the Platt Amendment in 1902, Cuba did not
achieve full independence or social revolution. North American
political, economic, and cultural hegemony prevented these goals
for nearly sixty years. Thus, most scholarship focuses U.S. influence
and interventions, attempts to achieve racial progress, local political corruption, resistance to oppressive regimes, or Cuban collaboration with the United States to protect narrow interests. This
approach dismisses the stories of many Cubans whose experiences
"were as real as any others, as authentically Cuban as any others."
Most academic works on Cuban sport history focus on baseball or
professional boxing during the republican period because of their
relative popularity and racial inclusiveness. American football, a
sport played within Havana's social athletic club culture, becomes
marginalized or characterized as part of U.S. cultural imperialism.
Deviating from these paradigms, this article will treat American
football as a North American cultural form freely adopted by those
who played the sport in Cuba, and its supporters as active participants in the new republican society, adapting the sport to suit their
self-interests, not as "empty vessels" or "passive recipients of new
values." 7
~

7

entry-point to gain greater understanding of the local culture. Oriard applies
this approach to American football.
First and second quote from: Steven Palmer, Jose Antonio Piqueras, and
Amparo Sanchez Cobos, State of Ambiguity: Civic Life and Culture in Cuba's First
Republic (Durham: Duke University Press, 2014), 7; Examples of the historiography of the Cuba in the first half of the twentieth century: Jules Robert
Benjamin, The United States and Cuba: Hegemony and Dependent Development,
1880-1934 (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1974); Louis A. Perez,
Cuba under the Platt Amendment, 1902-1934 (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh
Press, 1991); Alejandro De La Fuente, A Nation for All: R.ace, Inequality, and
Politics in Twentieth-Century Cuba (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2001); Luis A. Aguilar, Cuba 1933: Prologue to Revolution (New York: W.
W. Norton and Company, Inc., 1972); Examples of works on Cuban baseball
and prizefighting: Roberto Gonzalez Echevarria, The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999); Peter C.
Bjarkman, A History of Cuban Baseball, 1864-2006 (Jefferson, NC: McFarland,
2007); Enver M. Casimir, "Contours of Transnational Contact: Kid Chocolate,
Cuba, and the United States in the 1920s and 1930s," journal of Sport History 39
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One of the two dominant narratives in Reading Football derived
from Casper Whitney's representation of early American football
as an aristocratic or "gentlemanly sport." American football originated at elite colleges in the northeastern United States in the
late nineteenth century, and quickly spread to campuses across the
country. This close association between the sport and higher education in the United States "entangled it in class issues." For the
purposes of this study, "class" will be defined using a neo-Weberian
model consisting of four social classes: the dominant entrepreneurial and propertied groups (upper-class), the petty bourgeoisie
(upper-middle-class), workers with formal credentials (middleclass), and unskilled laborers (working-class). According to Max
Weber, life chances drive the formation of social classes in capitalist
societies. Social mobility exists, both upward and downward, as a
function of life chances. Additionally, class-consciousness or class
identification arises through status groups. Status groups consist of
formal or informal organizations whose members join specifically
because they share common characteristics with other individuals
within the group. Thus, social classes can be identified through
economic outcomes as a result of life chances and/or through
membership in various status groups. This is the point where sport
intersects with status groups and class identity.8
In City Games ( 1989), Steven A. Riess argues that in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, "sport came to mark
social boundaries and to define status_ communities." Participation
in certain pastimes reflected membership in elite status groups.
Riess attributes American football's appeal to "upper- and uppermiddle-class urban youth" to the fact it was "a violent and virile
sport that stood for honorable values in stark contrast to the corruption, greed, and materialism of the Gilded Age." This "manly
game played by gentlemen" allowed_its participants to display the

8

(2012); Enrique Encinosa, Azucary Chocolate: HistoriaDelBoxeo Cubano (Miami:
Ediciones Universal, 2004); Paula]. Pettavino and Geralyn Pye, Sport in Cuba:
The Diamond in the Rough, (Pittsburgh : University of Pittsburgh Press, 1994),
54; Third quote from: Louis A. Perez, Jr., On Becoming Cuban (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1999), 159-163, 256; Gerald R. Gems, The
Athletic Crusade: Sport and American Cultural Imperialism, (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 2006), 89, 91.
Oriard, R.eading Football, 153-155; Oriard, King Football: Sport and Spectacle in
the Golden Age of Radio and Newsreels, Movies and Magazines, the Weekly and the
Daily Press (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001), 227, 231;
Richard Breen, "Chapter 2: Foundations of a neo-Weberian Class Analysis," ed.
Erik Olin Wright, Approaches to Class Analysis (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 2005), 31-50.
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noble virtues of the "aristocratic amateur" such as courage, selfsacrifice, discipline, and valuing reputation above monetary gain.
American football became the "training ground for America's ruling class," allowing for the exhibition of physical strength, toughness, bravery, self-control, and honor, while also encouraging the
development of the mental skills and character necessary to excel
in industrial America. By the mid-1890s, American football spread
to colleges and athletic clubs across the United States, and to similar institutions in Cuba by the middle of the following decade. 9
In The Promise of the New South (2007), Edward L. Ayers observes
that football "entered at the top of the southern social order and
trickled down." In the late-1880s and early-1890s, northerners who
migrated to the South or southerners educated in the Northeast
introduced the sport to students at southern colleges and universities and to members of southern urban athletic clubs. These
"football missionaries" served as agents of cultural diffusion. They
brought the sport to the South where it quickly gained popularity
among those at the top the region's new social order. The "new
middle class," consisting of "some recruits from the old planter
class," members of an emerging entrepreneurial class whose wealth
derived from manufacturing and commerce, and other professionals embraced football as a cultural component of their "New
South" industrialization and modernization program. The "new
middle class" in southern cities spent their increasing disposable
income and leisure time attending college football games as both
athletic contests and social events. Members of the upper- and
upper-middle-classes in the South emulated the cultural forms
of their contemporaries in the Northeast and the Midwest, and
sought broader acceptance from those groups through participation in the national sports culture. 10
In the state of Florida, Stetson College of DeLand and Florida
Agricultural College· of Lake City played the first intercollegiate
football game in Jacksonville on November 22, 1901. Other colleges including Rollins College of Winter Park, Florida State College
9

10

Steven A. Riess, City Games: The Evolution of American Urban Society and the Rise
of Sports (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1989), 55-58; Brian M . Ingrassia,
The Rise of Gridiron University: Higher Education's Uneasy Alliance with Big-Time
Football (Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 2012), 37.
Edward L. Ayers, The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2007, 1992), 313; C. Vann Woodward, Origins of the
'New South, 1877-1913, (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1951,
1971), 151-153, 175-185.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol94/iss1/5

8

Wood: 'Gators Making Merry in Cuba: The University of Florida Football

76

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

in Tallahassee, and the East Florida Seminary in Gainesville fielded
teams the following year and competed against one another. The
passage of the Buckman Act in 1905 rationalized higher education
in the state through the merging four state funded schools into
one university in Gainesville and also consolidated college football in the state with East Florida Seminary and Florida Agricultural College combining teams and Florida State College ending
its football program. The University of Florida fielded its first team
in 1906, coached by John Forsythe, who played at Clemson under
one of the most successful football missionaries and journeyman
coaches,John Heisman. George E. Pyle took over as coach in 1909,
and judging by the focus of study by players on his 1912 team, their
education at the University of Florida prepared them to enter the
"new middle class." For example, the team captain, quarterback
Archie R. Buie, studied law; halfback Louis E. Tenny concentrated on civil engineering; and halfback Earle A. Taylor majored in
mechanical engineering. In this way, students and football players
at the University of Florida in 1912 participated in and conformed
to the upper-/upper-middle-class class structure of the New South
by pursuing professions and playing American football. 11
During the late nineteenth century, which included nearly
thirty years of intermittent violence in the Ten Years War (186878), the Little War (1879-1880), and the War of Independence
(1895-1898), up to ten percent of the Cuban population left the
island, a majority of whom migrated to the United States. Expatriate communities arose in New York, Philadelphia, and Boston,
while cigar-manufacturing communities formed in Key West and
Tampa. Over time, many creol,e elites, a group consisting of Cubanborn landowners, professionals, and large business owners of European descent, established close ties with the United States. Wealthy
Cubans acquired dual-citizenship, attended or sent their children
to U.S. colleges and universities, married North Americans, and
acq~ired employment with U.S. companies. A generation of upperclass and upper-middle-class Cubans spent their formative years in
the United States and assimilated into U.S. society and culture. 12
In 1898, the United States intervened in the Cuban War oflndependence against Spain. Cuba gained nominal independence, but
11
12

Ric A. Kabat, "Before the Seminoles: Football at Florida State College, 19021904," Florida Historical Quarterly 70 (July 1991): 22; The Seminole ( 1913), 51; The
Seminole (1914), 39, 63.
Perez, On Becoming Cuban, 125.
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the U.S. government and North American capital secured hegemonic power over the Cuban state and economy. The new Cuban
republican social order resembled that of the U.S. South after the
Civil War and Reconstruction. The upper-class consisted of a few
landowners and planters left over from the colonial era and an
emerging urban business class. Professionals, government officials,
clerks and agents for North American businesses and banks, and
small business owners made up the upper-middle- and middleclasses. Creole elites, especially those returning to Cuba with ties to
the United States, figured prominently in all three groups. In the
first years of the twentieth century, individuals from these classes
formed athletic clubs and organized the athletic association at the
University of Havana. In 1905, members of the V.T.C. and students
at the University of Havana played the first American football game
in Cuba. The sport gained popularity within Havana's social athletic club culture, with these institutions organizing local leagues
and challenging U.S. colleges and universities to international
contests. The diffusion of American football to Cuba followed a
similar pattern as its spread to the U.S. South, with members of the
upper- and upper-middle-classes emulating the elite cultural forms
and participating in the broader sport culture of the northeastern
United States. 13
Even though the V.T.C. and C.A.C. competed against each
other, they were not necessarily considered to be of the same
social strata. Founded in 1902, the V.T.C. was an elite club with its
members being mostly of the upper-class creole elite, but it relaxed
admission standards to attract the best young athletes from the
Cuban upper- and upper-middle-class. As its name suggests, the
V.T.C originally focused on tennis as several of its founding members played the sport while living in the United States, but the club
quickly expanded its scope to include baseball, track and field,
crew, basketball, and American football. Wearing Yale's blue and
white and nicknamed the "Marquises," the V.T.C. promoted the
13

Jose Antonio Portuondo, "El Contenido Politico y Social de la Obra de Jose
Antonio Ramos," ed. Sonia Almazan del Olmo and Mariana Serra, Cultura
Cubana Siglo XX, Torno 1 (La Habana: Editorial Felix Varela, 2006), 78-80; Louis
A. Perez, Jr., Cuba and the United States: Ties of Singular Intimacy, 3rct ed., (Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 2003), 113-11 7; Carlos Marti, El Pais de la Riqueza
(Madrid: San Marcos, 1918), 173-174;Jose Sixto de Sola, "El Deporte Como
Factor Patri6tico y Sociol6gico," Cuba Contemporanea, Qune 1914): 131-140;
Carlos E. Reig Romero, "El deportista," Editorial Oriente and Ediciones La
Memoria, Mella: 100 Anos, Vol. 2 (La Habana: Centro Cultural Pablo de la Torriente Brau, 2003), 214.
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The Vedado Tennis Club football team, 1912. Photograph courtesy of the University
of Florida, Smathers Library Special and Area Studies Collections, University
Archives.

establishment of amateur athletics in Havana, particularly North
American sports. 14
In 1909, members from the Havana chapter of the Young
Men's Christian Association (la Asociaci6n Cristiana de Jovenes or
YMCA) football team merged with another athletic club called
"Havana Athletic Club" to form the C.A.C .. Dr. Jose Sixto de Sola,
an influential journalist and advocate for Cuban sports, distinguishes Atletico from the elite clubs by describing it as "un club
popular." Given its original association with the Havana YMCA and
another club whose members were educated in the United States,
one can assume it had an upper-middle-class and/ or middle-class
membership and following. Although more socially inclusive, the
C.A.C. competed against the V.T.C., the Havana Yacht Club, and
the University of Havana within the local social athletic club culture, and emulated Princeton by adopting orange and black as its
colors and Tigers ( Tigres) as its mascot. 15
14

15

Sixto de Sola, "El Deporte Como Factor Patri6tico y Sociol6gico," 131-140;
Roberto Gonzalez Echevarria, The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1999), 208-209.
Sixto de Sola, "El Deporte Como Factor Patri6tico y Sociol6gico," 137-138.
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The Club Atletico de Cuba football team, 1909. Photograph courtesy of the
University of Florida, Smathers Library Special and Area Studies Collections,
University Archives.

Several accounts of the games provide examples of the social
or class aspects of these contests. A preview of the Christmas Day
match between the 'Gators and the V.T.C. anticipates the game
to be "something of a social affair" with Cuban president-elect
General Mario Garcfa Menocal and other prominent families in
attendance. Likewise, a preview of the second contest in the local
newspaper, Cuba, specifically mentions distinguished Cubans who
pledged their support for the C.A.C. For example, the mayor of
Havana, General Fernando Freyre de Andrade, and his family
planned to attend the game, and the article suggested all citizens
should follow their example. In the wake of second game's abrupt
ending, an account from La Lucha scolds the North Americans
because their conduct failed to give the families present the respect
they deserved. In addition to the games taking p lace between
upper-/upper-middle-class institutions, these articles show upperclass Cubans, including government officials, attended the games
and possibly had their sensibilities offended by the visitors' dishonorable conduct during the C.A.C. game. 16
16

"Football Game This Afternoon," Havana Daily Post, December 25, 1912; "Florida University Eleven Puts It All Over Vedado Tennis Club," Havana Daily Post,
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In King Football, Oriard observes that images of football fans
from magazines and periodicals depicted wealthy, college-educated, well-dressed gentlemen and ladies. American football had a
clear connection with "upwardly mobile middle-class social life." A
similar observation can be made when examining the University of
Florida vs. V.T.C. game program. Printed mostly in Spanish, it contains a total of twenty-seven advertisements targeted to an upper-/
upper-middle-class audience. They can be divided into five categories: consumer goods, banking and finance , travel and tourism,
real estate development, and entertainment. Twenty-one of the ads
relate to consumer goods. Nine clothing stores offered the finest
in American and European styles for men and women, including
name brands such as Hart Schaffner & Marx and Steinberg Brothers. Five department stores and importers provided their patrons
the best in tools, kitchenware, local spirits, foreign wines, and other
luxuries. Of the three sporting goods stores, two focused on tennis gear, while the other sold baseball and football equipment. A
gramophone retailer presented customers with the latest home
entertainment, while three ads for a machinist, gasoline, and Continental Tires offered customers automobile-related services. 17
In addition to consumer goods, the advertisements also presented those in attendance at the game between the University of
Florida and the V.T.C. with business services, travel arrangements
and accommodations, investment opportunities, and choices for
entertainment in the city. Two banking and finance ads offered
life and automobile insurance. Advertisements for Peninsular and
Occidental (P&O) Steamships and the Hotel Plaza, the line the
University of Florida football team used to travel to Cuba and the
hotel where they stayed in Havana, offered affordable rates and
European and American accommodations. A real estate notice
offered investment opportunities in an exclusive beach neighborhood of Marianao, an area that would soon be the home of
Oriental Park and the Gran Casino. The last two ads, one for a
restaurant and the other for a movie theater, offered good food,
drinks, ice cream, and the latest weekly serials and Hollywood

17

December 26, 1912; "Gran Match De Foot Ball," Cuba, December 28, 1912;
"Los Patos Se Rajaron," La Lucha, December 29, 1912.
Michael Oriard, King Football, 225, 227-228; Football Program for University
of Florida Game against the Vedado Tennis Club, Cuba, 1912, Box 24, Folder
1996.9, University Archives Artifact Collection, University of Florida Archives,
George A. Smathers Library. Reference to pages: 4, 6, 8, 12, 14, 16, 20, 22, 24,
30, 32, back cover.
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films. Considering the advertisements together, their target audience at minimum conforms to Oriard's description of "upwardly
mobile middle-class social life" if not a more affluent clientele. 18
The other dominant narrative in early American football,
according to Reading Football, came from the "father" of the game,
Walter Camp. Camp described football as a "scientific" refinement
of previous forms of the sport, because it incorporated a clear "division of labor" with the unit working with "machine"-like efficiency.
The evolution of American football supports this assertion. The
first intercollegiate "football" game took place between Rutgers
and Princeton on November 6.!.--1869. The two teams played a modified form of English or Association football (soccer). Students at
other colleges in the northeastern United States also formed teams
and began challenging one another to soccer-style matches. In
1874, Harvard led a shift from soccer to rugby after hosting a series
of games against McGill University of Montreal, Canada. Two years
later, Harvard, Princeton, and Columbia formed the first Intercollegiate Football Association in 1876 (Yale joined in 1879), whereby
all member institutions adopted rugby as the accepted form of
intercollegiate football. Camp, a former captain of Yale's squad,
introduced new rules in the 1880s that altered the nature of the
game. The most notable of the changes were substituting the "lineof-scrimmage" for the rugby "scrum" and establishing "downs and
distances." The open, improvisational character of rugby gave way
to a compact, structured game where each side fought mini-battles
for a set distance every down. 19
By the mid-l 890s and early-l 900s, criticism over the rising
number of serious injuries and fatalities associated with American
football and the excesses of big-time college athletics threatened
the sport's existence. By the fall of 1905, President Theodore Roosevelt, a longtime proponent of a "strenuous life" and rugged sports
like American football, began to worry that the game's violence,
brutality, and unsportsmanlike play outweighed its positives. Partly
inspired by his sons' participation in the sport Ted was on Harvard's
freshman team while Kermit played at Groton, Roosevelt held a
meeting at the White House on October 9, with six representatives
from the Big Three-Walter Camp and John Owlsey of Yale, Bill
18
19

Football Program for University of Florida Game against the Vedado Tennis
Club, Cuba, 1912, pages: 4, 6, 8, 12, 14, 16, 20, 22, 24, 30, 32, back cover.
Oriard, Reading Football, 26, 148-150; Oriard, King Foo.tbal~ 227, 231; Mark Bernstein, Football: The Ivy League Origins of an American Obsession (Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2001), 3-12.
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Reid and Edward Nichols of Harvard, and John Fine and Arthur
Hilldebrand of Princeton-and Secretary of State Elihu Root, at
which they discussed the issues confronting college football. The
representatives of the Big Three agreed "they would follow what
was already in the rule books and would honor the spirit of the
rules." Despite this accord, excessive violence and unsportsmanlike play continued. On November 25, Harold Moore, an end for
Union College, died as a result of an injury sustained in a game
against New York University (N.YU.). This high profile death led
Union College and Columbia University to abolish their football
programs. With the future of the sport in question, a series of conferences took place in December 1905, resulting in the creation of
a college sports governing body, the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the United States (I.A.A.U.S.) , which would be renamed
the National Collegiate Athletic Association (N.C.A.A.) in 1910.
This new bureaucratic institution served as a platform to push
for reforms and to organize a rules committee. Even with efforts
to improve safety, American football remained violent after rule
changes adopted between 1906 and 1912, but the reforms preserved the sport's viability and its continued popularity by ending
"mass play," increasing the number of downs and required distance
to gain, introducing the forward pass and the "open game," and
adding more sophistication to the sport. American football thus
became the "modern" game of the industrial age. Fielding teams
and competing in games signified participation within the modern
American sport culture. 20
In the late nineteenth century, southern colleges and universities embraced the New South vision for the industrialization of the
southern economy and the rationalization of southern society as a
means for the region to regain lost influence and prestige. Federal
funds financed the creation of land-grant institutions devoted to
the study of engineering and agriculture. Colleges and universities
across the South implemented progressive reforms, such as the
reorganization of departments, the adoption of the "elective" system, and increased professionalism of the faculty. College sports
played an important role in this shift too. Historian Andrew Doyle
contends that, "progressive-minded southerners eager to build a
20

Oriard, Reading Football, 164-165; Watterson, CoUege Football, 64-79. For a
detailed and accessible account of college football in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, see John J. Miller, The Big Scrum: How Teddy
Roosevelt Saved Football (New York: Harper Collins, 2011).
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rationalized industrial society adopted the fashionable sport of
the northeastern bourgeoisie as a cultural component of their
modernization program." Consistent with New South ideals, the
founding of the University of Florida, as a result of the Buckman
Act of 1905, represents a clear example of a southern state's effort
to restructure higher education. It consolidated four schools:
East Florida Seminary, Florida Agricultural College (known as the
"University of Florida" at the time) of Lake City, St. Petersburg
Normal and Industrial School, and South Florida Military College of Bartow, to form the University of the State of Florida (later
shortened to the University of Florida in 1909) in Gainesville. The
University of Florida remained an all-male institution until 1947,
and racially segregated until 1958. The football program also contributed to the school's rationalization and modernization project.
Participation in the most "scientific" sport of the age signified its
inclusion in modern American sports culture. Competing in the
S.I.A.A. and travelling internationally to play Cuban teams placed
this relatively new, small university on par with other institutions
in the South. 21
Similar to this portion of New South ideology, a faction of
prominent Cubans in the early twentieth century advocated "Americanization" as a form of modernization built upon the social, economic, and cultural institutions of the United States. For example,
Colonel Eugenio -Silva, a former officer in the Cuban Liberation
Army, advocated "Americanization" as a means to defend cubanidad. He took the seemingly paradoxical position that Cubans must
"Americanize" to preserve their national identity. Silva argued that
by adopting the U.S. model of industrialization and modernization,
21

Michael Dennis, L essons in Progress: State Universities and Progressivism in the New
South, 1880-1920 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2001), l; Dan R. Frost,
Thinking Confederates: Academia and the Idea of Progress in the New South (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2000), 46-52; Andrew Doyle, "Chapter 4:
Turning the Tide: College Football and Southern Progressivism," in The Sporting World of the Modern South, ed. Patrick B. Miller (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2002), 102. According to my count from the 1913 The Seminole, the
University of Florida had less than 300 students on campus in 1912. By comparison, the University of South Carolina had a student population of 443, and
Auburn (Alabama Polytechnic Institute) had an enrollment of 731 that same
year. Sources of enrollment statistics for the University of South Carolina and
Auburn: http: / / ipr.sc.edu/ enrollment/ historical/ 1805.htm and https:/ / web .
auburn.edu/ ir/ factbook/ enrollment/ enrtrends/ hefq.aspx (accessed on July
8, 2015). The University of South Carolina and Auburn were chosen because
the University of Florida football team played games against both schools during the 1912 season.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol94/iss1/5

16

Wood: 'Gators Making Merry in Cuba: The University of Florida Football

84

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

they could undercut the primary reasoning for Cuba's limited sovereignty and meet the United States as peers, and like New South
ideology, his proposal also had a cultural component. Silva promoted Cuban participation in North American sports and international contests. Baseball and prizefighting were the most popular
sports in the United States and Cuba during this period and international contests in those sports have drawn the most attention
from scholars, but American football also had a place in the movement. As mentioned above, the University of Havana and Cuban
social athletic clubs organized football teams and a local league in
1905, and the University of Havana, V.T.C., and C.A.C began challenging North American squads to games in 1907. This adoption of
American football not only shows Cuban involvement in modern
American sport culture, but also suggests a transnational nature to
the sport. 22
The article previewing the game between the University of
Florida and the C.A.C. from Cuba provides a description of the
sport that reinforces the perception of American football being a
modern, scientific game. The author counters the view that success
in the sport depended on brute strength ("fuerza bruta") alone, and
he asserts that it required coordination, cunning, and agility. The
author stresses that football players must possess strength, intelligence, and grace, which translate to spectacular feats of athleticism. This portrayal of the sport challenged common criticisms at
the time of the violence in the game and emphasized the increasing
importance of strategy, tactics, and execution. In short, American
football combined the physical with the cerebral to form a game
befitting a man of the industrial age. Again, having teams from the

22

Perez, OnBecomingCuban, 159-163;AbrahamD. Lavender, MiamiBeachin 1920:
The Making of a Winter Resort (Mount Pleasant, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2002),
125-127; "Knute Rockne, el coach de Foot Ball de la Universidad de Notre
Dame, dara esta tarde una conferencia en el Vedado Tennis Club," Diario de
· la Marina, December 14, 1927. Cubanidad is a complex subject. In his book,
The Quality of Home Runs: The Passion, Politics, and Language of Cuban Baseball
(Durham: Duke University Press, 2008), Thomas F. Carter defines cubanidad as
"a culturally based identity predicated upon the establishment of a degree of
cultural intimacy, often through claims of kinship to a person residing on the
island, but also structured upon an individual's involvement in cultural performances, such as music, dance, and sport" (32-33). More specifically, Cuban
identity may be grounded in ethnic, racial, geographic, or political considerations, but cultural factors also contribute to conceptions of cubanidad. In the
late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, cubanidad became transnational and developed into a contested terrain.
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U.S. South and Cuba participating in this sport demonstrated their
inclusion in modern society. 23
An account of the trip to Cuba from the University of Florida's
student newspaper reflects the complexity of national identity in
the New South. The article begins, "We are all Southerners and
Democrats, anyhow-which means that we are anti-imperialists
and believe in Cuba for Cubans and These United States for all
white men." This opening sentence, even if written in a somewhat
tongue-in-check manner, shows that the importance of regional
identities remained with the author self-identifying as "Southern"
instead of "American." He also associates with the Democratic
Party, but undermines the cemmitment to anti-imperialism and
"Cuba for Cubans" with his affirmation of white supremacy in the
United States. Cubans also appeared as an "other" later in the
account with descriptions of them speaking a "Chop Suey sort of
language," being "shockingly free and public about their arrests,"
and referring to C.A. C. players as being a "bunch of Havana smokers" and "Havana Leaf gentlemen." This patronizing attitude
toward their opponents can also be seen prior to the trip, because
the 'Gators did not expect "to strain itself on the gridiron, but is
planning to strain itself far more in search of a good time ." This
regional and political differentiation and the condescending tone
towards Cubans in general, their legal system, and their opponents
establish an identity for the Floridians consistent with sectional and
racial attitudes of the New South and North American metaphorical representations of Cuba. 24
In Cuba, some intellectuals began to connect sports with
national identity. Similar to Colonel Silva's theory discussed earlier, Dr. Sixto de Sola argues that the pursuit of sports, especially
international contests, directly contributes to the development of
a national sporting culture and identity. In his 1914 article, "El
Deporte Como Factor Patri6tico y Sociol6gico", he recognizes the
importance of the C.A.C. playing American football, challenging
North American teams to games, defeating Tulane in 1910, losing a

23
24

"Gran Match De Foot Ball," Cuba, December 28, 1912.
First and second quotes from: "The Alligators' Travels," Florida Alligator, January 7, 1913;James C. Cobb, Away Down South: A History of Southern Identity (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2005), 215-216; Third quote from: "Big 'Gators
Abroad," Florida Alligator, December 17, 1912; Lou~s A. Perez, Jr., Cuba in the
American Imagination: Metaphor and the Imperial Ethos (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 2008), 232-233.
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The '"Gators making merry in Cuba," 1912. Photograph courtesy of the Unviersity
of Florida Smathers Library Special and Area Studies Collections, Univerity Archive.

close game against Mississippi A&M injanuary 1912, and "forcing"
the University of Florida to forfeit in December 1912. 25
This use of athletic contests as a means to foster national
identity supports one of Allen Guttmann's arguments in his book,
Games and Empires ( 1994). Guttmann concludes that the diffusion
of modern sports could be considered a form of cultural imperialism, but the overall relationship is more complicated than that of
"colonizers" imposing their sports on the "colonized." He identifies
the concept of "emulation," whereby the colonized use the sports
of the colonizers as a means of resistance and a rallying point for
national identity. Participation leads to mastery. Mastery then subverts power relationships and cultural assumptions. In this context,
Cubans playing football and competing against North American
teams represents an adoption and appropriation of U.S. upper-/
upper-middle-class sport for their own nationalistic ends. 26
·A headline in El Triunfo calls the V.T.C's loss to the University of Florida a disaster ( un desastre). In the article, the author
refers to the C.A.C. as the "Champion of Cuba," since they were
the dominant American football team in Havana, and assigns them
the responsibility of defending Cuba's "national honor" ("honor
25
26

Sixto de Sola, "El Deporte Como Factor Patri6tico y Sociol6gico," 133-138.
Allen Guttmann, Games and Empires: Modern Sports and Cultural Imperialism
(NewYork: Columbia University Press, 1994), 171-187.
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Nacional'), which the V.T.C. tarnished in their performance against
the 'Gators. He emphasizes the importance of this opportunity to
redeem Cuba's sporting pride, so that the "boys of Florida" will
return home convinced that Cubans could be competitive at football. Another account of the V.T.C. game that appeared in Diario
de la Marina echoes this sentiment. It portrays the C.A.C. game as
a chance for Cubans to avenge the loss and prevent the Floridians
from leaving Havana with a negative view of the state of American
football on the island. Cuban participation in a North American
sport and their performance against a North American team mattered regarding conceptions of national identity. 27
The preview of the game between the University of Florida and
the C.A.C. from the newspaper Cuba also stresses the importance
of the matchup in terms of national identity. The author encourages all Cubans to support the C.A.C. in this international match,
appealing to their sense of civic and national duty. He frames the
Cuban players as "defenders of national honor" ( los defensores del
honor nacional) needing the backing of all members of Cuban society and the encouragement of Cuban women in attendance as they
meet their formidable opponents. The author closes his preview
emphasizing that the C.A.C. represents and defends Cuban sporting honor. Again, the performance of Cuban teams in international contests factored into conceptions of national identity. 28
Media accounts of the controversial end to the University of
Florida vs. C.A.C. game from the United States and Cuba reveal
differences in how each side perceived the incident. Newspapers
across the United States printed a United Press wire service story
that emphasizes the confusion over the rules and the disturbance
that followed. One passage common to most North American
accounts of the incident describes the scene: "The Florida players complained that the Cubans persisted in playing und~r the old
rules. When the game was suspended several thousand spectators,
mostly Cubans, hooted the visitors and demanded the arrest of the
Florida manager, Pyles." The headlines for this wire story varied
from paper to paper, but nearly all of them as focused on the incident. For example, the headline from the New York Times declared
27

28

"El 'Vedado Tennis sufri6 un desastre," El Triunfo, December 26, 1912; "FootBall," Diario de la Marina, December 26, 1912. V.T.C.'s loss could also be interpreted as a challenge to Cuban masculinity. See: Gerald R. Gems, For Pride,
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"Gran Match De Foot Ball," Cuba, December 28, 1912.
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"Football Row in Havana: Florida University Students Hooted for
Breaking Up Game;" the Galveston Daily News announced "Game
Ends With Disturbance: Football Contest at Havana SuspendedManager Is Arrested;" and the New Orleans Daily Picayune presented
the most unflattering one toward Cubans with "Havana Football
Fans Go Crazy: Florida University Players Are Hooted and Manager
Pinched for Stopping Game." This portrayal of the events places
the blame for the incident squarely on the Cubans, with the players
and referees being incorrect or ignorant of the latest rules to the
game and with the spectators' unruly behavior. 29
Cuban accounts interpreted the events differently. An article
from La Discussion declared that the North Americans backed out
of the game and abandoned or fled from the field. In the text,
the author mentions the dispute over rules, the abrupt end to the
game, and the public protest for a refund, but the headline and
overall tone places the blame on the 'Gators and their coach. Writers for La Lucha went a step further. The headline for their account
of the game reads, "Los Patos Se Rajaron," which literally translates
to "The Ducks Backed Out," but in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and other
countries in Latin America, patos can also be interpreted as effeminate men, dandies, or even as homophobic slurs. It is reasonable
to speculate that the writers mean it here in an offensive manner,
questioning their fortitude or perhaps even their masculinity. They
also referred to the Florida squad as patos in the text, claiming that
the C .A.C. team forced the visitors to quit and the opposing coach
used the argument over rules as a pretext to end the game instead
of suffering an inevitable defeat, given Atletico's reputation and
past success against North American teams. This article and other
references to the game portray the C.A.C. win by forfeit as a Cuban
victory with the Floridians wilting when facing a strong Cuban football team. 30

29 · Quote from the wire story and the first headline from: "Football Row In
Havana," New York Times, December 29, 1912; Second headline from: "Game
Ends With Disturbance," Galveston Daily News, December 29, 1912; Third
headline from: "Havana Football Fans Go Crazy," New Orleans Daily Picayune,
December 29, 1912.
30 "Los Floridanos Se Rajaron Ayer Y Abandonaron El Terreno," La Discussion,
December 29, 1912; "De Foot-Ball: Los Patos Se Rajaron," La Lucha, December 29, 1912; "Espectaculo Bochornoso En El Almendares Park," La Prensa de
la Habana, December 28, 1912; Lawrence La Fountain-Stokes, "Queer Ducks,
Puerto Rican Patos, and Jewish-American Feygelekh: Birds and the Cultural
Representation of Homosexuality," Centro journal 19 (2007): 200-202.
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So far, the focus of this article has been on men, but women
also took part in these games. In R.eading Football, Oriard observes
that from the beginning of the sport, "women played a crucial part
in football-as-social-event." Early descriptions of games included
women as spectators, assuming traditional gender roles as passive
"watchers" or "admirers" of "male athletic heroes." While these
ladies properly represented their social class, they also assumed
a sexualized role as "an ornament on male prowess." The "New
Woman" captured by the image of the "Gibson Girl" asserted upperclass, slim, well-dressed, and increasingly independent women as
part of the ritual of American football . In The Promise of the New
South, Ayers acknowledges the~presence of women as spectators at
southern intercollegiate football games in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century. Even as the relationship between
the "football hero" and the "lovely admirer" challenged sexual
mores, it conformed to traditional gender roles. 31
A similar depiction of gender in football appears in the article
from Cuba, which previews the game between the University of
Florida and the C.A.C. In a section entitled, "Social Event- Love
and Sport" ("Acontecimiento social-Amory Sport"), the author mentions that beautiful Cuban women from noble families would not
miss this sporting event, because the C.A.C. players needed their
favor as motivation. He also asserts that a close relationship always
existed between sports and "love," and anticipates a two-fold victory in the contest: a win on the field and with beautiful "Cuban
women with black hair and black eyes, made for love." The author
concludes this section by including "statuesque brunettes" as part
of the game day atmosphere at Almen dares Park. These depictions
conform to North American portrayals ofwomen at football games.
Cuban women appear as adoring spectators, as sexual trophies,
and as objects in the game's landscape along with palm trees .32
Studying the accounts of the University of Florida football
team's trip to Havana and the contests against the V.T.C. and C.A.C.
allows for a better understanding of the motivations and importance both sides placed on these games, and the sport in general.
American football entered the sporting culture of the U .S. South
and Cuba in a similar manner. It began at elite institutions in the
31
32

Oriard, R.eading Football, 248-253; Ayers, The Promise of the New South, 316-317.
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northeastern United States and spread to those regions by the first
decade of the twentieth century. Primarily an upper-/ upper-middle-class sport until the First World War, college students and members of athletic clubs embraced American football in both the U.S.
South and Cuba. Newspaper accounts of the games between the
University of Florida and the Cuban athletic clubs describe those in
attendance as the elite members of Cuban society, including influential government officials. The program for the game between
the University of Florida and the V.T.C. contains advertisements
for consumer goods, financial services, investment opportunities,
and for travel and entertainment for an upper-/ upper-middle-class
audience. Progressive reformers in the U.S. South and Cuba incorporated American football as a cultural component of modernization programs. A preview of the game between the University of
Florida and C.A.C. includes an impassioned defense of the sport,
consistent with North American views, as it being the most scientific and "modern" sport of the time. Participation marked the inclusion of the U.S. South and Cuba in the modern American sport
culture. In effect, they used American football for similar social
and cultural outcomes.
National identity from the Florida perspective remained sectional and closely associated with white supremacy. Passages from
the University of Florida student newspaper refer to the dual identity of being both "Southern" and "American," and take a condescending tone toward the team's hosts, which were analogous to
popular representations of Cubans by North Americans. Cubans
recognized the value of sport in forging a national identity and
framed these international contests in terms of "national honor."
U.S. and Cuban newspapers provide different interpretations of the
end to the Florida-C.A.C. game, with the North American version
emphasizing confusion over the rules, possible corruption, and the
spectators going "crazy," while Cuban sources claimed the C.A.C.
forced the 'Gators to withdraw and even questioned the fortitude,
and by extension manliness, of the North American squad. Like
football games held in Atlanta, Chicago, or New York City, women
attended the games in Havana and occupied the same roles as in
North American contests. The preview to the Florida-C.A.C. game
describe the Cuban women as spectators, as trophies to be won, and
as objects in the game's scenery, and some of the language mirrors
North American images of Cuban women being exotic and promiscuous, or at least willing sexual partners. In sum, the Floridians'
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complex conception of their national identity remained essentially the same as other North Americans in that most descriptions
of Cubans, the games, and the C.A.C. game incident conformed
to mainstream U.S. attitudes toward Cuba. Cubans, on the other
hand, used American football and these international contests as
a means to foster national identity and to challenge stereotypes
and the broader power relationship between the United States
and Cuba. Women occupied similar supportive and/or objectified
roles at American football games in North America and Cuba.
Given the position of the United States as a political, economic, and cultural hegemonic power over Cuba at the time, most
scholarly works view the presence of American football and the
international contests through the lens of cultural imperialism. As
this analysis shows, the situation seems to be more complex than
a colonizer-colonized relationship. American football held a comparable place in the U.S. South and in Havana. Common threads
appear within the themes of class, modernity, and gender. As for
national identity, the Floridian sectional focus could even be seen
as analogous to Cuban national identity when viewed in the contex t of southern identity versus the rest of the United States, particularly when applied to intersectional college football games. In
each case, people in both countries used American football as a
means of creating a collective consciousness, for fostering regional
or national pride, and, as Guttmann argues, to challenge power
relationships and cultural assumptions. The Gators' trip to Cuba in
December 1912 might appear to have been a happy holiday from
the yearbook photos, but a closer look at the coverage of the games
reveals that these international contests took place within a shared
U.S. and Cuban upper-/ upper-middle-class sports culture, albeit
with disparate purposes. 33
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